
Wildlife in your Ward
Wildlife in your Ward ɀGlyn

The Carmarthenshire Nature 
Partnership has produced this 
profile to highlight some of the 
wildlife, habitats, and important 
sites in your local area. 

Carmarthenshire is justly 
celebrated for the variety within 
its natural environment, from 
the uplands in the north-east of 
the county to our magnificent 
coastline.

Every ward contributes to the 
rich and varied network of 
wildlife habitats that make up 
the county, whether that be 
woodlands, grasslands 
hedgerows, rivers or gardens.

There are still gaps in our 
knowledge about 
#ÁÒÍÁÒÔÈÅÎÓÈÉÒÅȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 
environment and the wildlife it 
supports. Despite having a 
wealth of data, some species 
and pockets of special habitats 
remain unrecorded and

unmapped. There is always 
more to find out.

Wildlife and our natural 
environment reflect local 
culture and past human 
activity. We see this in the field 
and hedgerow patterns in our 
agricultural landscapes, and in 
areas previously dominated by 
industry where, today, new 
habitats develop on abandoned 
land. And our farm, house and 
street names provide clues to 
the history of our natural 
environment. 

The mosaic of habitats in Glyn 
make up an ecological 
network . If these habitats are 
well managed, arewell 
connected and are sufficiently 
extensive, they will support a 
diversity of species and help to 
make a resilient natural 
environment. A resilient natural 
environment supports wildlife

and provides a range of 
ecosystem services, e.g. 
agricultural products, 
pollinators, timber, drinking 
water, regulation of floods and 
soil erosion, carbon storage and 
recreation and inspiration.

Find out more at: 

https://bit.ly/3u12Nvp

We hope it you will find this 
profile interesting and that it 
might encourage you to explore 
your local area and record what 
you see. There are links in the 
profile that will help you to find 
out more and take action 
locally.

Thank you to all those in Glyn 
ward who have already sent 
information and photos. These 
profiles can be updated so 
please continue to send us 
information aboutthe Wildlife 
ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ 7ÁÒÄȭȢ

Funded  by Welsh Government through the Local  Nature Partnership Cymru
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Glyn Ward

The landscapes ofGlynare very varied. Much of the ward is characterised by rolling hills and small 
valleys with a strong network of field boundary hedgerowswhere agriculture is the dominant land-use. 
A good variety of woodland still survives with specialised woodland flora and birdlife.There are areas of 
newer plantations and small pockets of ancient woodland in the steeper-sided small valleys and gullies. 
Around Cynheidre, where the mining industry has shaped the landscape, today woodland is developing 
on former mineral sites forming mosaics of habitats alongside scrub, wetland and grasslands,with a 
wider variety of species. These make up an important network of habitats.

Areas of marshy grassland (rhôspasture) still occur. These are a particular feature of Carmarthenshire 
and, ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÌÅ ÄÅÖÉÌȭÓ ÂÉÔ ÓÃÁÂÉÏÕÓ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÌÁÔÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȟ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÒÅ ÍÁÒÓÈ 
fritillary butterfly.

The landscape of the upper reaches of the Lliedi is more remote. It rises steadily northwards to the 
slopes of MynyddSylen, the highest point around Llanelli and with extensive views all around. Here 
vegetated banks may also serve as field boundaries with more species-rich grass, ferns, heather and 
gorse on them ɀmini wildlife corridors through the landscape.

3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÁÒÄȣ
All the species in your ward are important in some way and help make your natural 
environment special. Some of the species recorded in Glyn are listed  by Welsh 
Government  as being of principal importance for biodiversity in Wales ɀso your 
area is important. Here are some species highlights from your ward.

The hazel dormouse is a declining nocturnal animal found mainly in broadleaved 
woodland, scrub and hedgerows. Carmarthenshire is an important county for 
this mammal. Loss/fragmentation of habitat is a major cause of decline in the 
county as it causes the isolation of populations.

Four species of reptile have been recorded in your ward ɀgrass snake, common 
lizard, slow worm and the elusive adder. The adder is considered one of the 
most vulnerable widespread species, as it is not very mobile, and populations 
can become isolated. We need more records for reptiles.

Carmarthenshire has one of the most important networks of the marsh fritillary 
butterfly in Wales.The beautiful adults can be seen in MayɀJune, when they lay 
ÅÇÇÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÖÉÌȭÓ ÂÉÔ ÓÃÁÂÉÏÕÓ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÄÁÍÐ ÐÁÓÔÕÒÅÓ ɀimportant 
for many species.

Whorled carawayÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÏÌÄ ÄÁÍÐ Ȭrhôsȭ ÐÁÓÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÒÁÒÅ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÍÕÃÈ 

of the UK. Its frothy blossom is in flower in July-August. It is our county flower.  

4ÈÅ Ȭ×ÈÏÒÌȭ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÔÓ ÎÁÍÅȢ

Seven species of warbler have been recorded here. Insect feeders of wetlands 

and scrub, they each have a distinctive song. Usually summer migrants, some 

are increasingly recorded during winter now. A likely result of climate change.
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How can you help?

If we want to protect the wildlife in Glyn, help from people who live here can make a real difference. 
There are many groups and individuals recordingtheir local wildlife and managing areas for Nature in 
the county.

Ā345 moth species have been recorded in your ward but only 70 bird species.

Ā7ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔÓȩ 7ÈÙ ÎÏÔ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ 
biodiversity web pages and the section on priority habitats and species in the county: 
https://bit.ly/3gsZgyP

ĀDiscover what is in your area ɀtake a closer look at what is around you ɀÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ×Ȣ )ÔȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇȦ

ĀManage areas in your local school, village and gardens for wildlife ɀmake space for Nature. 

ĀGet involved with a local conservation group ɀvolunteer some of your time for Nature.

For a range of ideas visit: https://bit.ly/2EENrZ6

Useful links:

Ɇ #ÁÒÍÁÒÔÈÅÎÓÈÉÒÅ ÂÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ×ÅÂ ÐÁÇÅÓ: https://bit.ly/3jb2Krl

Ɇ #ÁÒÍÁÒÔÈÅÎÓÈÉÒÅ .ÁÔÕÒÅ 2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ 0ÌÁÎȡ https://bit.ly/2QqmfQe

Ɇ Wales Biodiversity Partnership: https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Home

https://bit.ly/3gsZgyP
https://bit.ly/2EENrZ6
https://bit.ly/3jb2Krl
https://bit.ly/2QqmfQe
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Home
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Species records in this ward held by the West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre -Dec 2020

Help record the species in your area

West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC) is a valuable source of 
information about the county's wildlife and anyone can contribute. Common 
species are often under-ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÓÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÅØÐÅÒÔȢ

WWBIC holds a lot of biological records for Glyn (see the map above) but there is  
one 1-km square with less than 10 species records. Can you help fill in these gaps? 

Why not record the species that you see in your garden or when you are out and about? There are 
several ways you can record with WWBIC, by email, on the WWBIC website or using the LERC Wales 
App. More information can be found here: https://www.wwbic.org.uk/wildlife-recording/

There are many websites that can help with species identification. If you are on social media why not 
join West Wales Biological Recording (http://www.facebook.com/groups/westwalesbiorecording/)

https://www.wwbic.org.uk/wildlife-recording/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/westwalesbiorecording/
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Special sites in your area

This map highlights the special sites for wildlife in 
your ward and also places to walk and visit in 
Glyn.

Ā In Carmarthenshire we have a network of 
ȬÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄȭ ÓÉÔÅÓȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÔ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÏÒ 
international level ɀthese are the best examples 
of particular habitats in Carmarthenshire or even 
the UK and/or places where important species 
live. They are the cornerstones of conservation 
work, protecting the core of our natural heritage.

Want to find out more? Visit the Natural 
Resources Wales website - https://bit.ly/2YwEyb0. 

NB. These protected sites do not necessarily 
have public access unless they have a Public 
Right of Way passing through them or are Open 
Access Land (see next page). 

ĀLocally we also have nature reserves with 
important habitats and species which are 
managed by a range of organisations. Find out 
more at: https://bit.ly/2LcLJkM


