TheCarmarthenshire Nature
Partnership has produced this
profile to highlight some of the
wildlife, habitats, and important
sites in your local area.

Carmarthenshire is justly
celebrated for the variety within
its natural environment, from
the uplands in the nortkeast of
the county to our magnificent
coastline.

Every ward contributes to the
rich and varied network of
wildlife habitats that make up
the county, whether that be
woodlands, grasslands
hedgerows, rivers or gardens.

There are still gaps in our
knowledge about

remain unrecorded and
unmapped. There is always
moreto find out.

Wildlife and our natural
environment reflect local culture
and past human activityWe see
this in the field and hedgerow
patterns in our agricultural

landscapes, and in areas
previously dominated by
industry where, today, new
habitats develop on abandoned
land. And our farm, house and
street names provide clues to
the history of our natural
environment.

The mosaic of habitats iBt
Clearsmake up arecological
network. If these habitats are
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environment and the wildlife it
supports. Despite having a
wealth of data, some species
and pockets of special habitats

connected and are sufficiently
extensive, they will support a
diversity of species and help to
make aresilient natural
environment.
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Aresilient natural environment
supports wildlife and provides a
range ofecosystem services
e.g. agricultural products,
pollinators, timber, drinking
water, regulation of floods and
soil erosion, carbon storage and
recreation and inspiratiorfind
out more at:

We hope it you will find this
profile interesting and that it
might encourage you to explore
your local area and record what
you see. There are links in the
profile that will help you to find
out more and take action locally.

Thank you to all those it
Clearswho have already sent
information and photos. These
profiles can be updated so
please continue to send us
information aboutthe Wildlife in
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https://bit.ly/3u12Nvp

St Clearsward

St Clears ward is a largaipdulating, lowland agricultural area. Rivers play an important role in definin
the character of the landscape within the wagdhe Taf, Cynin, Dewkawrall converge close to St Clears
and theCynwynforms the eastern boundary of the ward. These watery wildlife corridors are importan
the fish and the invertebrates they eat but will also support a range of other wildlife.

Woodland is sparse in the wardhe agricultural landscape, characteristic of the area, has a dominant
pattern of larger fields and wethanaged hedgerowslhere are still areas of less intensively farmed lan
of smaller fields, with marshy grassland and meadewsth thick hedgerows and patches of scrub.
Together they contribute mosaics of habitats with a wider variety of species. The habitats alongside f
railway line and the A40, which bisect the ward, should not be overloghkbdy form their own type of
wildlife corridor.

The floodplains of these watercourses in their lower reaches are now rich agricultural land and the ti
influence of the sea reaches up the rivers, where there are remnants of saltmarsh habitats now large
reclaimed for agriculture.

~ Special species in your ward

\ x} All the species in your ward are important in some way and help make your natural
> environment special. Some of the species recordefiti€learsare listed by Welsh
Government as being of principal importance for biodiversity in Wakss your area

is important. Here are some species highlights from your ward.

The house sparrow is the most recorded bird in your ward. It is an opportunistic
of towns, parks, gardens and farmland. Feeding on a variety of foods, they regu
visit bird feeders. They nest in colonies in holes in buildings, among ivy or other
bushes, and in nest boxes.

The painted lady is one of over 20 butterfly species recorded in your area. It is &
summer migrant to the UK from North Africa, and southern Europe; sometimes
arrives here in enormous numbers. A frequent visitor to gardens, it will feed on

buddleia and other flowers.

Otter numbers have recovered from a serious decline and are now recorded on
watercourses and linked habitats in your ward. Today road traffic accidents are ¢
of the main causes of death and a lack of suitable isolated breeding sites may li
breeding success, so they are still vulnerable.

Reptiles are under recorded in the county. In your ward most records are of the
worm. They will live in almost any open or seopien habitat and are often found in
gardens. They have suffered declines due to loss of suitable habitat. They are g
garden pest controllers.

Areas in and around towns and villages can be excellent habitats for hedgehogs
they often prefer them over farmland. There are good records of hedgehogs in y
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our gardens.




If we want to protect the wildlife it Clears help from people who live here can make a real differenc
There are many groups and individuals recording their local wildlife and managing areas for Nature
the county.

A There are records for 153 moss species but no records of any fungi species.
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the county:https://bit.ly/3gsZgyP
A Discover what is in your argdake a closer look at what is aroundypt AO OO0 ET 1T x8 )

A Manage areas in your local school, village and gardens for wifdtifake space for Nature.
A Get involved with a local conservation grogpolunteer some of your time for Nature.

A For a range of ideas visttttps:/bit.ly/2EENrZ6

Useful links:
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FWales Biodiversity Partnershipttps://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Home



https://bit.ly/3gsZgyP
https://bit.ly/2EENrZ6
https://bit.ly/3jb2Krl
https://bit.ly/2QqmfQe
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Home
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West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC) is a valuable source of
information about the county's wildlife, anvd anyone can cgntribute. Common
species are oftenunded AAT OAAAh O1T UT O ATT180 TA
WWSBIC holds a lot of biological records &irCleargsee the map above) but there
is onel-km square with O records ando with less than 10 species records. Can
you help fill in the gaps?

Why not record the species that you see in your garden or when you are out and about? There are
several ways you can record with WWBIC, by email, on the WWBIC website or using the LERC Wal
App. More information can be found herettps://www.wwhbic.org.uk/wildliferecording/

There are many websites that can help with species identification. If you are on social media why nc
join West Wales Biological Recordifidtp://www.facebook.com/groups/westwalesbiorecording/



https://www.wwbic.org.uk/wildlife-recording/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/westwalesbiorecording/

A In Carmarthenshire we have a network of NB. These protected sites do not necessarily
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international levek these are the best examples Right of Way passing through them or are Open

of particular habitats in Carmarthenshire or even Access Land (see next page).

the UK and/or places where important species A |ocally we also have nature reserves with

live. They are the cornerstones of conservation  jmportant habitats and species which are

work, protecting the core of our natural heritage. managed by a range of organisations. Find out
more at https://bit.ly/2LcLJkM

Want to find out more? Visit the Natural
Resources Wales webskéttps://bit.ly/2YwEyb0Q




