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This report and all intellectual property rights in it and arising from it are the property of or are 
under licence to Carmarthenshire County Council. Neither the whole nor any part of this report, nor 
any drawing, plan, other document or any information contained within it may be reproduced in any 
form without the prior written consent. Any request for consent to the use of such material for 
publication or reproduction should be made directly to the owner of the intellectual property rights 
therein.  For more information or advice please contact the Carmarthenshire County Council Built 
Heritage Team at: BHConsultations@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
 
 

Executive Summary  
 
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area, designated in 1995, is an important part of 
Carmarthenôs historic environment, reflecting the townôs growth from the early 19th century through 
later civic and residential development. This appraisal and management plan reassesses the 
areaôs significance, reviews its boundaries, and sets out a framework for its future care. 
 
The conservation area is characterised by its historic street pattern, a diverse mix of terraced 
housing, semi-detached homes, and substantial villas, alongside civic buildings such as the former 
Grammar School and Workhouse. These elements, together with open spaces like Parc Myrddin 
and surviving burial grounds, create a distinctive townscape enriched by cultural associations, 
including links to the Rebecca Riots and Welsh non-conformist chapels. 

mailto:BHConsultations@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
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To maintain the integrity of the designation, boundary changes are recommended. These include 
transferring Little Water Street to the Carmarthen Town Conservation Area and excluding modern 
housing developments at Springfield Road, Llys y Nant, and Capel Evan Road. These adjustments 
will help preserve the historic character and prevent dilution of significance. 
 
The plan identifies opportunities to enhance the area through sensitive repair and maintenance, 
reinstatement of lost architectural features, and removal of unsympathetic alterations. Vacant sites, 
such as the former Workhouse and land behind Parc Myrddin, offer scope for adaptive reuse and 
heritage-led regeneration. Community engagement will be key to fostering pride and 
understanding, while measures such as Article 4 Directions could provide additional protection for 
streets with high survival rates of original features. 
 
By implementing these recommendations, Carmarthenshire County Council can ensure that the 
North Carmarthen Conservation Area continues to contribute to the townôs cultural identity, sense 
of place, and sustainable future, in line with statutory duties under the Historic Environment 
(Wales) Act 2023 and Planning Policy Wales. 
 
 

Crynodeb Gweithredol  
 
Mae Ardal Gadwraeth Gogledd Caerfyrddin, a ddynodwyd yn 1995, yn rhan bwysig o amgylchedd 
hanesyddol Caerfyrddin, gan adlewyrchu twf y dref o ddechrauôr 19eg ganrif drwy ddatblygiad sifig 
a phreswyl diweddarach. Maeôr asesiad aôr cynllun rheoli hwn yn ailasesu arwyddocâd yr ardal, yn 
adolygu ei ffiniau, ac yn nodi fframwaith ar gyfer ei gofalu yn y dyfodol. 
 
Maeôr ardal gadwraeth yn cael ei nodweddu gan ei phatrwm strydoedd hanesyddol, cymysgedd 
amrywiol o dai teras, tai pâr, a ffilâu sylweddol, ynghyd ag adeiladau sifig megis yr hen Ysgol 
Ramadeg aôr TȒ Gwaith. Maeôr elfennau hyn, ynghyd © mannau agored fel Parc Myrddin aôr 
beddrodau syôn goroesi, yn creu trefgordd unigryw wediôi chyfoethogi gan gysylltiadau diwylliannol, 
gan gynnwys cysylltiadau â Gwrthryfel y Rebecca a chapeli anghydffurfiol Cymreig. 
 
Er mwyn cynnal cywirdeb y dynodiad, argymhellir newidiadau iôr ffiniau. Maeôr rhain yn cynnwys 
trosglwyddo Stryd y DȐr Fach i Ardal Gadwraeth Tref Caerfyrddin ac eithrio datblygiadau tai 
modern ar Heol Springfield, Llys y Nant, ac Heol Gapel Evan. Bydd y newidiadau hyn yn helpu i 
gadw cymeriad hanesyddol yr ardal ac atal gwanhau ei harwyddocâd. 
 
Maeôr cynllun yn nodi cyfleoedd i wellaôr ardal drwy atgyweirio a chynnal sensitif, ailgyflwyno 
nodweddion pensaernïol coll, a dileu addasiadau amhriodol. Mae safleoedd gwag, megis yr hen 
DȒ Gwaith aôr tir y tu ¹l i Barc Myrddin, yn cynnig potensial ar gyfer ailddefnyddio addasol ac 
adfywiad dan arweiniad treftadaeth. Bydd ymgysylltiad cymunedol yn allweddol i feithrin balchder a 
dealltwriaeth, tra gall mesurau megis Cyfarwyddiadau Erthygl 4 ddarparu amddiffyniad ychwanegol 
i strydoedd sydd â chyfraddau uchel o nodweddion gwreiddiol yn goroesi. 
 
Drwy weithreduôr argymhellion hyn, gall Cyngor Sir Caerfyrddin sicrhau bod Ardal Gadwraeth 
Gogledd Caerfyrddin yn parhau i gyfrannu at hunaniaeth ddiwylliannol y dref, ei hymdeimlad o le, 
aôi dyfodol cynaliadwy, yn unol ©ôr dyletswyddau statudol o dan Ddeddf yr Amgylchedd Hanesyddol 
(Cymru) 2023 a Pholisi Cynllunio Cymru. 
 
 

1.0 Introduction  
 

1.1 Purpose and Scope of the Report  
This report has been prepared by the Carmarthenshire County Council Built Heritage Team, with 
input from Purcell Architecture Ltd in the form of an assessment of Significance undertaken in 
March 2025. 
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The aim of the project is to study and assess the existing Conservation Area to understand and 
articulate what makes it special, consider whether the existing boundaries are appropriate and to 
produce a robust appraisal document which will guide the future management, maintenance, and 
development of the area. This document is intended for use by building owners who wish to 
undertake work on their properties, by architects and developers when considering change to 
existing buildings and by Local Authority staff to aid them in making decisions. 
 
The report is set out in 4 parts: 

1. Understanding the area: This consists of a summary of the area, its historic development 
and significance. 

2. Site appraisal: This sets out key elements of the Conservation Area (CA) and how they 
contribute to its character, appearance, and significance. 

3. Issues, threats, and management: The report continues with observations around specific 
issues and threats and sets out a series of principles to help guide future development 
whilst ensuring that the special interest of the area is preserved and where possible 
enhanced. 

4. Opportunities: This section elaborates on opportunities that have been identified to inform 
the concluding section. 

 
 

1.2 Defining Conservation Areas  
Conservation areas are óareas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance 
 
CAs are distinct parts of the historic environment designated by Local Planning Authorities for their 
special architectural or historic interest. Architectural interest could include a good example of a 
particular type of settlement, town planning, or a group of buildings of distinctive regional or local 
style or of high architectural quality. Historic interest is associated the historic evolution of a place, 
a particular period or with social, economic, or cultural movements such as early industrial housing 
and areas where archaeological, architectural, or topographical evidence of the origins and main 
periods of development have survived particularly well. Character is expressed through such things 
as building styles, materials, street layouts, land use and periods of development. 
 
Within the planning system, applications for change within a CA are assessed to understand the 
effect that the development might have on significance. 
 
Significance is one of the guiding principles running through Planning Policy Wales 2024 (PPW). 
This may be archaeological, architectural, artistic, or historic significance and it may derive not only 
from a physical presence but also from its setting. 
 
Additional regulatory controls are placed upon certain works within CAs, including demolition, 
works to trees and advertisements. All planning decisions are required to be assessed against the 
significance of the area to ensure it is maintained and where possible enhanced. 
 
This document sets out the significance and character of the area to aid those applying for change 
or making decisions can understand where proposals may impact upon this and determine 
whether this is a positive or negative change. 
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1.3 Summary of Related Legislation, Policy and Guidance  
The key provisions for conservation area designation and management are set out in legislation, 
government planning policy and guidance. This includes: 

¶ The Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2023 

¶ Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015  

¶ Planning Policy Wales, Edition 12 February 2024 

¶ Planning Policy Wales Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment, 2017 

¶ Managing Conservation Areas in Wales, Cadw, 2017 
A summary and links to these documents can be found in an appendix to this document. 
 
 

1.4 Heritage Regeneration  
Our built heritage is a huge resource which helps to shape how our towns and villages look and 
feel. 
 
Giving new life to these assets has been one of the cornerstones of the economic and social 
revival of our towns and the integration of heritage into regeneration projects has played an 
increasingly important and successful role in many major regeneration schemes, providing 
opportunities for conservation and development to work together to transform the built 
environment. 
 
Even when in a poor or vacant condition, our built heritage remains an óassetô with the ability to 
enrich our experience of our surroundings through their fabric of their historic or community 
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associations. Heritage assets are also a key component of sustainable development. Replacing 
buildings demands a considerable investment of energy and the reuse of buildings safeguards the 
embodied carbon emitted during the production of the materials used. Many energy conservation 
improvements can be carried out to older buildings, often at a relatively low cost, creating 
comfortable and energy efficient buildings. 
 
There is a strong economic case for regenerating historic buildings. These benefits relate not only 
to the individual building, but also to the wider area and community. This includes: 

¶ improvement to the town and spaces around them 

¶ improvements in personal safety and the reduction of crime 

¶ increased community involvement and a sense of ownership which in turn helps to maintain 
spaces in good order and encourage further investment 

¶ increased employment 

¶ reversing population decline 

¶ improvement of image encouraging more footfall and visitors 

¶ improvement in confidence and creating a sense of pride 

¶ indirect inward investment into the wider area 

¶ a sustainable use of resources through reuse of past materials and embedded energy 
 
Heritage assets can sometimes be perceived as an obstacle to regeneration being considered too 
costly, unviable, lacking efficiency and unable to meet occupiers or developers wishes. Yet 
heritage is valued by people and communities, and it forms part, or sometimes all, of the identity of 
a place. Historic buildings and spaces enrich our towns, our experience, create a sense of place 
and a destination. The key is to find optimum viable use for the asset which can be accommodated 
without impacting its conservation value and which is economically sustainable. It is also important 
to recognise that there is a cost to not endeavouring to successfully integrate heritage buildings 
into regeneration schemes. A heritage asset which does not receive sufficient care and 
maintenance can quickly fall into disrepair, lower the overall environmental quality, and counteract 
the initiatives that are taking place. Heritage Works is a joint publication between Historic England, 
RICS and the British Property Foundation to help guide owners, developers through the process of 
heritage regeneration, a link to which can be found in the appendix to this document. Equivalent 
research is also being undertaken by Cadw and the Welsh Government to add to this discussion. 
 
 

1.5 What Control Measures Are Brought By Conservation Area Designation  
Conservation Area designation brings additional control measures once designated. This is as a 
result of restrictions to permitted development (works which can be undertaken without the need to 
gain planning permission). In general, the controls mean that planning permission is needed for 
works that materially affect the external appearance of a building, this includes but is not restricted 
to: 

¶ The total or substantial demolition of buildings or structures (including walls of over 1m in height, 
gate piers and chimneys); 

¶ Other partial demolition including new openings in external elevations; 

¶ Works to trees with a diameter of 75mm or greater, measured at 1.5m from soil level; 

¶ Changes to the external finish of a building (including external wall insulation, rendering, pebble 
dash or other cladding); 

¶ Changes to the roof shape including installation of new dormer windows and chimneys; 

¶ Any extension other than a single storey rear extension of 4 metres or less (3 metres or less if 
the house is detached or semidetached); 

¶ Extensions to the side of buildings; 

¶ Any two-storey extensions; 

¶ Erection of an outbuilding to the side of a property; 
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¶ Aerials and satellite dishes on chimneys or elevations visible from the street; 

¶ Putting up advertisements and other commercial signage (Advertising Consent may also be 
required); 

¶ Changing the use of a building (e.g. from residential to commercial); and 

¶ Installing solar panels that are wall mounted on a wall or roof facing the highway. 
 
The Council can develop bespoke controls to ensure that specific elements of a conservation area 
are protected from harmful change. This is done through the application of an Article 4 Direction. 
These provide additional control by specifically revoking certain permitted development rights 
meaning that Planning Permission needs to be sought before work can be undertaken. There are 
no Article 4 Directions currently in place in the North Carmarthen Conservation Area. 
 
It should be noted that proposals which affect listed buildings, including changes to their setting, 
may also require Listed Building Consent. 
 
 

1.6 Method Statement  
The following has been undertaken through the preparation of this report: 
 
1. Review of existing information  
A number of sources were referenced to understand the historic and architectural interest of the 
area, including published and unpublished documents, planning records, adopted and emerging 
guidance and legislation and online resources. 
 
2. Information Gathering  
Site visits were made by Purcell in February and March 2025 to undertake fabric and spatial 
analysis. Buildings and sites were viewed from the public realm and were not inspected 
internally. 
 
3. Community Engagement  
A key aim of the project is to understand the historic value of the area to the local community. 
Engagement with relevant community stakeholders and Council staff will be undertaken during 
the drafting of this document and will help form its conclusions. This document should be viewed 
as a starting point for discussion and will be shared further with relevant community 
stakeholders. We welcome feedback to understand local views on the value of townscape 
features, issues, and opportunities. 
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2.0 Understanding the Site  
 

2.1 Summary of Significance and Character  
The key characteristics of the area and items of significance are summarised below:  
 

¶ Incremental creation of residential suburb which preserved the historic street pattern of country 
lanes 

¶ Subsidiary Civic Expansion of the town including construction of Carmarthen Grammar School 

¶ Important non-conformist Welsh Chapels  

¶ Later residential expansion of residential areas with semi-detached houses in the early 20th 
Century  

¶ Carmarthen Workhouse association with the Rebecca Riots, a workers uprising in Wales. 

¶ Further suburban expansion to the North of the Town in the from of large villas and terraces.  
 
 

2.2 Location  
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area covers a large area northeast of the historic core of 
Carmarthen. It is immediately north of the Carmarthen Town Conservation Area and connects into 
King Street and St Peterôs Street via Little Water Street.  
 
The conservation area includes Richmond Terrace, Francis Terrace, Little Water Street, Barn 
Road, Waterloo Terrace, Barnsfield Terrace, Tabernacle Terrace, Wellfield Road, Myrddin 
Crescent, Clos Y Ffynnon, Long Acre Road, Springfield Road, and small sections of Brewery 
Road, Penland Road and Capel Evan Road. 
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2.3 Description of the Conservation Area  
 
The area is predominantly suburban and therefore consists of residential housing, however this is 
interspersed with a variety of civic, educational, ecclesiastical and community buildings. 
 
The main thoroughfare through the conservation area is the route through Richmond Terrace, 
Francis Terrace and Barn Road which, travelling westwards, connects to St Catherine Street. This 
is the most heavily trafficked area of the conservation area, with residential roads to the north 
noticeably quieter. 
 
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area has a diverse character which is attributed to its 
incremental development across the 19th and 20th centuries. Each phase of development can be 
considered to be its own character area within the conservation area. 
 
There are several listed buildings within the conservation area boundary which are clustered in 
groups across the area. Other notable important historic buildings which are unlisted would likely 
be considered appropriate candidates for inclusion upon a local list of undesignated heritage 
assets and are certainly considered as non-designated heritage assets for the purpose of this 
review. 
 
Grade II Listed Buildings 
 

¶ Nolton House, 43 Little Water Street - Cadw Ref. 9446 
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¶ Railings and Gate to former Ebenezer Chapel burial ground ï Cadw Ref. 9458 

¶ Tomb (A) and railings in burial ground of the former Ebenezer Chapel ï Cadw Ref. 9459 

¶ Tomb (B) and railings in burial ground of the former Ebenezer Chapel ï Cadw Ref. 82208 

¶ 2 Barn Road - Cadw Ref. 9422 

¶ 3-4 Barn Road - Cadw Ref. 82119 

¶ Meirios Hall, 2 Waterloo Terrace ï Cadw Ref. 9617 

¶ Dwarf Walls, Railings and Gate to No.2 ï Cadw Ref. 9618 

¶ 8 Waterloo Terrace ï Cadw Ref. 9619 

¶ Dwarf Walls, Railings and Gate to No.8 ï Cadw Ref. 9620 

¶ Entrance Building to the former Carmarthen Workhouse ï Cadw Ref. 9517 

¶ Wellfield House ï Cadw Ref. 9621 

¶ Hendre including gate and railings ï Cadw Ref. 9618 

¶ Parc Cottage ï Cadw Ref. 9609 
 
 

 
Waterloo Terrace, looking south 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Wellfield Road, looking East 

 

 
The southern projection of Myrddin Crescent, an early 
20th Century development in the centre of the North 
Carmarthen Conservation Area, looking east with a 
glimpsed view of the former grammar school buildings 
in the background. 

 

 
Richmond Terrace, looking east. 
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3.0 Historic Development  of the Conservation Area  
 
Carmarthen is considered to be the oldest continually occupied settlements in Wales, with a rich 
history dating back to the Roman period. The town can be split into two historic halves; Old 
Carmarthen which was centred around the Roman Fort and St Johnôs Priory on the eastern side, 
and New Carmarthen which was Anglo-Norman in character and was focused on the Castle and 
the corresponding city walls. 
 
The North Carmarthen Conservation area is located to the north of the historic Old Carmarthen. 
 

 
The 1786 map of Carmarthen, with the approximate location of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area marked. 
(Carmarthen Archives) 

 
The 1786 town map of Carmarthen shows the southern half of the North Carmarthen Conservation 
Area. This part of the town is shown largely as undeveloped and subdivided into portions of land 
labelled as gardens and bounded by hedgerows. The historic street plans which mark the country 
lanes between the open fields as shown on this map are largely extant in the present day. Small 
collections of buildings can be seen on this map along Little Water Street to connect with King 
Street in the south. 
 
The strip of land that is now occupied by Richmond Terrace is shown as a parcel of land owned 
by John Morgans Esq. adjacent to town fields on the site of the scheduled monument (the site of 
the Roman Town). 
 
The 1834 plan of Carmarthen shows in greater detail the area which is now within the North 
Carmarthen Conservation Area. The land is still predominantly open fields with areas of cultivated 
gardens, notably on what is now Francis Terrace. The street pattern, determined by field 
boundaries, is clear on this map and shows that later development conformed to the earlier 
layout and preserved the historic lanes as residential streets: presently they are known as 
Brewery Road, Penlan Road, Waterloo Terrace, Wellfield Road, Long Acre Road, Springfield 
Road, Capel Evan Road, Richmond Terrance (marked as óWaundrewô on this map), Francis 
Terrace and Barn Road. Only Little Water Street appears to have retained its historic name as 
marked on this map. 
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The 1834 town map of Carmarthen, with the approximate boundary of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area marked.  
The area is shown as generally open fields with pockets of development, notably Waterloo Terrace (recorded as 
Tabernacle Row) and the Tabernacle Chapel (Carmarthenshire Archives). 

 
 
This map illustrates that Waterloo Terrace, on this map recorded as Tabernacle Row, had begun to 
be constructed in the early 19th century to accompany the Tabernacle and its associated burial 
ground. The buildings marked on this map include the listed Meiros House and 8 Waterloo 
Terrace. The former workhouse is also recorded on this map, marked as óPoor Houseô at the top of 
Tabernacle Row. 
 
This extract from the 1887 Carmarthenshire County map, that only covers a portion of the North 
Carmarthen Conservation Area, shows that this area of the town was beginning to be developed 
as a suburb by the late-19th century. 
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The 1887 map of Carmarthenshire, with the boundary of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area marked.  This map 
shows the beginnings of the development in this area in the late 19th century.  The areas shaded in blue indicate new 
development that had taken place since the 1834 map. (National Library of Scotland). 

 
 
The distinctive terraces of Francis Terrace and the first block of Richmond Terrace had been 
constructed by 1887, in addition to the beginnings of both Tabernacle Terrace and Barnsfield 
Terrace off of Waterloo Terrace (which had been renamed to this road name by this time). The 
listed terraces are shown in greater detail on this map, with gardens, outbuildings and a row of 
smaller terraces to the rear called Tabernacle Row. 
 
Development is also shown to have been begun along Wellfield Road, including a High School 
which is marked on the map as being for girls. A series of large villas in generous plots with 
cultivated gardens are shown on both sides of the road up to the junction with Springfield Road; 
what later became Long Acre Road is shown on this map to have also been included in Wellfield 
Road in 1887. 
 
Carmarthen Grammar School is also shown as having been constructed by the date of this map. It 
is recorded as a large, singular building within the substantial plot of land between Wellfield Road 
and Richmond Terrace. 
 
The 1905 map shows the continued development of the suburbs in North Carmarthen. Richmond 
Terrace has continued to be developed along its in length and by the beginning of the 20th century 
occupied almost the entirety of the northern boundary to the historic Roman town. 
 

Areas of new development since 1834 

 

N 
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The 1905 map of Carmarthenshire, with the boundary of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area marked.  This map 
shows the accelerated continued development of this area into a suburb with associated civic functions in the late 19th 
Century and early 20th Century.  The areas shaded in blue indicate new development that had taken place since the 
1887 map (National Library of Scotland). 

 
 
Waterloo Terrace has expanded to include the terrace on the northwest side of the street, and 
Tabernacle Terrace is shown to be almost complete. Wellfield Road has had the vacant plots 
infilled with more large villas, and the 1905 map details the listed buildings clustered at the junction 
with Springfield Road; Wellfield House with its large garden, Hendre (recorded as Park-y-drissy), 
and Park Cottage. This map also details the north end of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area 
and records Oakfield House, now known as Maes Y Deri. 
 
Carmarthen Grammar School is shown to have expanded, with four additional buildings 
complimenting the original block as shown on the previous mapping. The site is recorded as 
having a principal driveway into the grounds leading to the central school building. The site is 
shown as sitting within large grounds with access from both Wellfield Road and Richmond Terrace. 
 
The 1938 map shows that individual buildings have been constructed in the period since the 
previous mapping, however that generally the North Carmarthen Conservation Area is as it was at 
the beginning of the 20th century.  This includes an additional block within the Carmarthen 
Grammar School complex. 
 

Areas of new development since 1887 
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The 1938 map of Carmarthenshire, with the approximate boundary of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area (National 
Library of Scotland). 

 
 
This map is notable for illustrating the planned developments of Myrddin Close to the east of 
Waterloo Terrace and the row of houses on what would become Long Acre Road. 
 
The 1969 Ordnance Survey map of Carmarthen principally shows that Myrddin Close and the 
semi-detached houses on the north side of Long Acre Road were completed by the mid-20th 
century. Otherwise, very little has changed in this area of Carmarthen between this map and 
previous mapping. 
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The 1969 Ordnance Survey map of Carmarthen, with the boundary of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area marked.  
The areas shaded in blue indicate new development that had taken place since the 1905 map (National Library of 
Scotland) 

 
 
Elements of the built environment that are present today but are not recorded on this map include 
the development of Tabernacle Row into modern housing, the additional houses built on the land 
of Wellfield House, the cul-de-sac south of Oakfield/ Maes Y Deri and the demolition of the original 
Grammar School block as shown on 1887 map, and its replacement with modern building. As 
such, it can be assumed that these developments took place in the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries. In addition, the Grammar School was converted into council offices after the school 
vacated the site in the 1990s and included the registry office. Further suburb developments also 
took place to the northeast of the conservation area boundary 
 

Areas of new development since 1905 
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Ariel image of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area as it appears presently.  The areas shaded in blue indicate new 
development since the 1969 OS map. 

 
 

4.0 Analysis  of the North Carmarthen  Conservation Area  
 

4.1 Topography  
The south portion of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area is flatter, with slight inclines towards 
the north. 
 
The north portion of the conservation area is set into the side of a hill and streets such as Waterloo 
Terrace, Penland Road, Brewery Road, Springfield Road, Capel Evan Road and the north half of 
Myrddin Crescent have steep inclines. These are all aligned roughly north to south which attributes 
for this topography. 
 
Streets which are aligned roughly west to east (Wellfield Road, Tabernacle Terrace, Barnsfield 
Terrace, the south half of Myrddin Crescent, for example) follow the contours of the hillside and as 
such are relatively level. 
 

N 

Areas of new development since 1969 
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View north from the junction on Barn Road with Waterloo Terrace illustrating the topography northwards towards the 
hillside. 

 
 

4.2 Use 
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area is principally residential housing as a suburb of the 
historic town.  Interspersed amongst the residential development are buildings used for civic, 
educational and community functions. This includes the historic workhouse at the north of Waterloo 
Terrace, which is partially derelict and unoccupied, the historic high school on Wellfield Road which 
is presently used as a medical facility, and the historic grammar school complex at Parc Myrddin 
which is presently used as council offices and the registry office. 
 
The Tabernacle on Waterloo Terrace, a historic chapel which is still in use, is also within the 
boundary of the conservation area. 
 
 

4.3 Settlement pattern / arrangement of streets  
The settlement pattern and arrangement of the streets within the North Carmarthen Conservation 
Area appears to follow historic field boundaries and adheres to the street layout as recorded within 
the historic mapping for this area of Carmarthen. 
 
The curve of Francis Terrace and Richmond Terrace follows the line of the remains of the Roman 
town, now a scheduled monument, that is located immediately south of these roads. They lead to 
St Catherine Street to the west and with which they collectively form the principal thoroughfare 
through the conservation area and through the town north of the historic core of Carmarthen. 
 
Little Water Street appears as an extension of the historic core of Carmarthen, being the oldest 
developed street in the conservation area, and is shown on the historic mapping as extending 
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north from King Street. It has a distinctive character and typology of building that differs from the 
majority of the conservation area due in part to its proximity to the historic core and therefore is 
more urban in its development settlement pattern. 
 
 

4.4 Building typology, scale and massing  
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area has a variety of building uses, historically and presently, 
as well as a diversity in scale and massing which together forms distinctive character areas across 
conservation area. The building typologies can be arranged into the following categories: 
 
 
Domestic Urban Terraces  
 
The predominant building type in the North Carmarthen Conservation Area is the domestic urban 
terrace, which are seen along the principal thoroughfare through the conservation area along 
Richmond Terrace and Francis Terrace. 
 
This typology can roughly be split into two subcategories: the first is of modest terraced houses in 
which each individual dwelling is composed of two bays, with a window and a door to the ground 
floor and two windows to the first floor. These terraces and be found on Little Water Street, 
Barnsfield Terrace and Tabernacle Terrace. They face directly onto the street and are similar to 
other examples of terraced housing from the 19th century that can be found across the historic 
core of Carmarthen. 
 
 

 
The terraced houses of Little Water Street 
 

 

 
The terraced houses of Barnsfield Terrace 
 

 

The terraced houses of Tabernacle Terrace 
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The second group of terraces can be found on Richmond Terrace, Francis Terrace, Barn Road 
and Waterloo Terrace. These terraced houses are set back from the road with a small forecourt to 
the front, the majority of which are topped with historic decorative ironwork. This group varies in 
style and size, with additional features such as bay windows with gabled roofs above. Two of these 
types of terraced house on Waterloo Terrace are listed buildings, with their surviving historic 
railings also separately listed. 
 

 
 

Larger terraced houses on Waterloo Terrace.  The 
central house, Meiros Hall, is a listed building. 

 
 

Terraces to the west side of Waterloo Terrace.  
These terraces are larger, with bay windows and 
forecourts with boundary walls. 

 

Richmond Terrace, with a variance in building size 
and architectural features but the common 
characteristic of a forecourt with historic railings. 
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Villas and large houses  
 
The northern portion of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area is the location of a collection of 
villas and large houses. 
 
A cluster of houses, including three listed buildings, at the south end of Springfield Road and on 
the corner with Wellfield Road and Long Acre Road are all substantial houses. Historic mapping 
shows that these were constructed in the early or mid-19th century. The location of these 
dwellings, removed from the urban historic core to the south, and their setting within large plots of 
land or adjacent to open space with a rural character suggests that this was an area of higher 
status in the 19th century. Larger houses were also constructed on the south side of Long Acre 
Road in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 
The large villas on Wellfield Road are first documented in historic mapping from 1887, indicating 
that this area was beginning to be expanded as a suburb in the late 19th century. These houses 
are significantly larger than the terraced of the streets to the south, with large plots of land for 
gardens. Decorative features such as plasterwork and window detailing are much more elaborate 
and decorative than the lower status buildings of the conservation area. 
 

 
Maes Y Deri on Springfield Road, formerly known as 
Oakfield 

 

 
A large house on the south side of Long Acre Road, 
constructed in the late 19th Century 

  
The large, detatched villas on Wellfield Road 
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Semi-detached houses  
 
As a part of its suburban character, there are several examples of semi-detached houses across the 
North Carmarthen Conservation Area. 
 
These range from late 19th century examples on Wellfield Road which complement the large villas 
on the north side of the road, with elaborate detailing and surrounded by substantial gardens. 
 
There was significant development of the conservation area in the 1930s and 40s with the 
construction of Myrddin Crescent and the addition of a row of semi-detached houses on the north 
side of Long Acre Road. Despite being constructed in a similar period, these two streets have 
distinctive characteristics and styles. 
 
Myrddin Crescent is comprised of several pairs of symmetrical semi-detached houses with hung 
terracotta tiles, externally rendered to the first floor, with pitched slate roofs and terracotta 
decorative ridge tiles. Some of the houses have bay windows to the outside bays, either single or 
two storey in height. Those with two storey bay windows have gables to the roofs to accommodate 
them, whereas those with single storey bay windows have projecting canopies that form front 
porches. 
 

  
Pairs of semi-detached houses on Wellfield Road 

 

  
Semi-detached houses on Myrddin Crescent 

 
 
The north side of Long Acre Road was also developed in the 1930s and 40s according to the 
historic mapping. These are larger dwellings, either semi-detached or in short terraces of three or 
six houses, and vary in style and detailing. All have been externally rendered and painted either 
white or off- white and each has a variation of projecting bay windows. Roofs are pitched with 
examples of traditionally styled gabled dormers and most buildings have surviving brick chimneys. 
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The semi-detached houses on the north side of Long Acre Road 

 
 

Civic buildings  
 
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area has a selection of civic buildings that have operated 
historically and in the present day. 
 
This includes the former workhouse, marked on the 1834 Carmarthen town map as the ópoor 
houseô at the top of what is now Waterloo Terrace. This is an imposing complex of buildings sits in 
the side of the hillside and overlooks the historic town centre to the south. The south structure is 
constructed in exposed grey rubble stone with yellow brick segmented heads to each large 
window opening, many of which retain timber sash windows. Notably, this building does not have 
a roof presently due to a fire and is causing the structure to deteriorate. 
 
To the north of this is the principal building on site which is shown throughout historic mapping as a 
south facing wing with projecting extensions to the north, which historically formed two courtyards. 
These projections have been removed over the 20th century and only the south facing range is in 
place today. It has been externally rendered in a modern render and has had many of its windows 
removed and fitted with modern replacements. The building is currently used as a medical centre. 
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The southern building of the historic 
workhouse site in a ruinous condition. 

 

The principal historic workhouse building 
and listed entrance block, as seen from 
Penlan Road looking southwest. 

 
 
A historic entrance building to the east of the site facing Penlan Road is a Grade II listed building. It 
is a two storey block with a semi-elliptical ashlar entrance arch with impost blocks and is unusual in 
its form as a separate gatehouse block to the workhouse site. The building is notable for being the 
location of the Rebecca Riots when, on 19th June 1843, a protest march objecting to the high toll 
taxes attacked the workhouse following earlier protests in Water Street. 
 
To the east of the former workhouse is a former girlsô high school on the corner of Wellfield Road 
and Penlan Road. The use of this building is recorded on the 1887 Carmarthenshire County map. 
This mapping shows it to be three double- fronted blocks with extensions to the rear of the east 
block. The school was within a large plot with gardens to the rear and front of the buildings. Today, 
the site is use as a medical facility and has been extensively modernised, its exterior historic 
character entirely concealed. 
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The rear of the former girlsô high school on Wellfield 
Road, as seen from Penlan Road looking southeast 

 

The historic Grammar School buildings at Parc 
Myrddin, now used as council offices 

 
 
The southeast area of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area is occupied by the former 
Grammar School and is now known as Parc Myrddin a council office complex. Historic mapping 
shows the site has evolved over time with the addition of blocks in the late-19th century. Most of 
these buildings exist in place today, with the notable exception of the original school building which 
was demolished in 1969 following a fire and replaced with a modern building in the late 20th 
century. 
 
The historic school buildings have all been designed in a Gothic Revival style and constructed 
in grey rubble stone with ashlar detailing to window and door surrounds. These buildings have 
some elaborate detailing and features, such as large arched windows to the halls and a bell 
tower. The central and western blocks are set at different heights to accommodate the 
topography of the hillside and are imposing when viewing them from the south. The east block is 
a 1930 construction which contrasts the established style on site, however uses a matching 
material palette; it is a single storey building with basements and an under croft set at a diagonal 
angle to overlook the playing fields to the south. It is currently in use as the registry office. 
 
 
Chapels  
 
The Tabernacle is an unlisted historic chapel within the North Carmarthen Conservation Area.  The 
Tabernacle dates from the early 19th century, first constructed in 1811 and rebuilt in 1842. It was 
built when the Welsh speaking part of the congregation of the English Baptist Chapel broke away 
and founded their own place of worship. It is a square, rendered structure painted a pale yellow 
colour, with large pointed arch windows either side of a central doorway which faces Waterloo 
Terrace. There is an associated Sunday School immediately to the north in a similar style with 
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matching stucco articulations to the window and door openings. 
 

 
The Tabernacle and the associated Sunday School on Waterloo Terrace 

 
 
 

4.5 Boundary treatments  
 
There is a range of boundary treatments within the North Carmarthen Conservation Area due to 
the different phases of development present. As a residential suburb, the majority of houses have 
a front garden or forecourt which is bounded by a low masonry wall. These vary in height, with 
many low boundary walls topped with railings or hedging. The masonry varies between red and 
yellow brick, concrete blocks and coursed rubble stone. The exception to this are the terraced 
houses on Little Water Street, Barnsfield Terrace and Tabernacle Terrace which face directly onto 
the street. 
 
There is a high prevalence of historic iron railings within the North Carmarthen Conservation Area 
which are architectural features of note, especially considering the high survival rate of examples 
of historic ironwork. These are highly decorative in nature and are understood to have originated 
from the many foundries in Carmarthen (the closest to the conservation area being the Priory 
Foundry which was located behind Priory Street) supplied by iron from Robert Morganôs Towyside 
blast in the 19th century. 
 
Properties further north within the conservation area have hedging as boundary treatments, 
particularly to the large houses along Springfield Road and adjacent to the open green spaces in 
this area. This gives this portion of the conservation area a more rural character. 
 
There are also individual instances of close-board timber fencing as boundary treatments but this 
is limited to modern developments from the late 20th and early 21st centuries. 
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Decorative iron railings to the front forecourt of 
a group of terraced houses on Barn Road. 

 
The terraces on the west side of Waterloo Terrace with simple 
historic iron railings 

 
 

 
Historic iron railings on top of a 
rubble stone boundary wall, with 
accompanying gate piers to a villa on 
Wellfield Road 

 
The listed historic railings to the front 
of 8 Waterloo Terrace ï also a listed 
building. 

 
The historic iron railings to the front 
facades of Richmond Terrace. 

 
 

4.6 Materials and architectural features  
 
There is a wide variation of materials and architectural features within the North Carmarthen 
Conservation Area. 
 
Buildings are understood to be constructed in masonry and have been externally rendered, in both 
roughcast and stucco. Renders that would likely have historically been lime-based have been 
replaced in modern cement. As inappropriate materials for use in traditionally built buildings, these 

will be causing issues with damp within these structures.01 The colour palette of external finishes 
is diverse, with many buildings painted in varied and bright colours which could be considered to 
bring visual interest to the views along the street but detracts from the cohesive character of each 
street where the houses are of the same period. The large semi-detached villas of Wellfield Road 
have decorative features articulated in stucco, including rusticated quoins, plat bands, pilasters, 
cornicing and detailing to window and door surrounds. 
 
Historic structures such as the former workhouse and former grammar school at Parc Myrddin 
are constructed in local rubble stone with ashlar detailing to windows and doors. 
 
Substantial houses, such as on Long Acre Road, are also constructed in a similar rubble stone with 
decorative window and door surrounds in red brick. Boundary walls, particularly in the northern half 
of the conservation area, are also constructed in grey rubble stone. 
 
Iron railings are a distinctive feature of the North Carmarthen Conservation Area. These range 
from simple 20th century designs to more elaborate and decorative historic examples. Historic 
railings are generally found on Richmond Terrace, Francis Terrace, Barn Road, Waterloo Terrace, 
and Wellfield Road. 
 
Bay windows are also a common feature throughout the conservation area and become more 
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frequent and larger the further north away from the historic urban centre of Carmarthen. 
These are generally set beneath a gabled roof or ground floor canopy but there are also 
individual examples of more elaborate turret-style roofs to accommodate the bay windows. 
 
The roofs of buildings vary widely depending on the phase of development within the conservation 
area. Terraces and 19th century buildings are generally pitched and covered with Welsh slate, with 
some areas of artificial slate or red tile replacement. There are also examples of red clay tiles 
articulating the ridges of roofs, particularly on Myrddin Crescent, and being used as vertically hung 
architectural features, such as to Maes Y Deri on Springfield Road. Surviving chimneys have been 
built in brick, however it is apparent that some have been removed along terraces. Generally, 
roofscapes of the terraces are uninterrupted however there are isolated examples of traditionally 
styled dormer windows and rooflight installation to front roof pitches. 
 
A high proportion of the historic timber windows within the North Carmarthen Conservation Area 
have unfortunately been replaced with uPVC units. uPVC has also been used for doors, and 
rainwater goods for many buildings along the street. Doors and windows generally have stone or 
concrete sills and surrounds. The use of uPVC is inappropriate within the context of the 
conservation area and detracts from its architectural interest. 
 
Larger residential buildings in the north of the conservation area retain their timber windows, some 
of which have elaborate detailing. The semi-detached houses of Myrddin Crescent have timber 
porches with red tile canopies. 
 

 
The variety of historic materials 
used in the construction of the 
former workhouse, including 
rubble stone and red brick. 

 
The variety of roof styles used to 
accommodate projecting bay windows 
on Long Acre Road, including gables 
and semi-circular turret style 

 
Externally rendered terraces on Little 
Water Street. 

 
 

4.7 Green / open space and trees  
The North Carmarthen Conservation Area has two key open spaces that add interest to the 
character of this part of Carmarthen. 
 
Parc Myrddin, the council offices and registry office, retains the playing fields from when the site 
was used as a grammar school. Located opposite Richmond Terrace, the grassed area is bounded 
by trees and hedging along the road. The open nature of this space affords views of the historic 
grammar school buildings and the hillside to the north with the suburb developments. 
 
The northern portion of the conservation area contains a parcel of open fields along the west side 
of Springfield Road. 
 
This area is the óspring fieldô from which the road derived its name and is the location of a number 
of natural springs which has prevented its infill with residential development. Its inclusion within the 
conservation area is understood to have been for the purpose of protecting the green rural setting 
of this part of Carmarthen. It is noticeably different in character from the residential streets further 
south within the conservation area and the urban appearance of the historic core of the town due 
to these open fields, the hedgerows and mature trees. 
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There are two chapels surviving burial grounds within the North Carmarthen Conservation Area, 
one attached to the Tabernacle and the second associated with the former Ebenezer Chapel, 
which are both smaller open green spaces. The Tabernacle burial ground is accessed from 
Waterloo Terrace (via an alleyway between the Chapel building and the neighbouring Sunday 
School) and Tabernacle Terrace. It is a grassed space with some trees and hedging and plots are 
marked with monuments; the southern boundary to the burial ground is lined with relocated 
tombstones. The burial ground of the former Ebenezer Chapel is smaller and publicly visible on the 
corner of Barn Road and John Street. It is bound by a low masonry wall and topped with iron 
railings which are listed. It is a grassed area, interrupted by prominent headstones and tombs, and 
is interspersed with mature trees and hedging. 
 
The streetscape is softened by the trees and hedging within residential gardens which form a part 
of the suburban character. Buildings are set further apart that the historic neighbourhoods south of 
the North Carmarthen Conservation Area, which gives the area a more open streetscape which is 
in keeping with the suburban character. This is supported by the interspersion of grass verges with 
planting throughout the conservation area. 
 

  
 

The playing fields of the former 
Grammar School at Parc Myrddin 

The open fields to the west of Springfield Road 

 
 
Setting and views  
 
The setting to the North Carmarthen Conservation area is urban to the south and southwest as this 
is the historic and commercial core of Carmarthen; the conservation area directly neighbours the 
Carmarthen Town Conservation Area along the southern boundary on Little Water Street. 
 
To the east and northwest, the setting of the conservation area is suburban with 20th century housing 
development occupying the space alongside these boundary lines. 
 
Conversely, the setting is rural in character to the northwest of the conservation area which is 
principally created by the retention of the open fields along Springfield Road. 
 
Key views within the North Carmarthen Conservation Area are those which highlight the 
topography of the hillside to the north or emphasise the historic development of the suburban 
streets. Of note is the long view north up Waterloo Terrace towards the former workhouse and the 
view down Springfield Road overlooking the historic town. In addition, views of entire phases of 
development, such as along Richmond Terrace and Francis Terrace, are significant for 
emphasising the group value of particular building typologies. 
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View of Waterloo Terrace looking north towards the 
former workhouse and the northern hillside 

 
View of Richmond Terrace with Francis Terrace in the 
background, looking west. 

 

 
View of Springfield Road from Maes Y Deri, looking 
North 

 

 
View of Myrddin Crescent, looking south with the 
historic centre of Carmarthen in the distance.

 

5.0 Significance  
 
One of the guiding principles to managing change within the historic environment is an 
understanding of the significance of that asset, be it a building, place, or something more 
intangible. Best practice suggests assessing significance against a series of values which are set 
out below: 
 
Evidential Value: The physical remains and surviving fabric which still exists in the area 
 
Historical Value: How the area can inform us of past people, events or aspects of life 
 
Aesthetic Value: Whether the area is pleasing to walk around and experience 
 
Communal Value: The value it has to the people who live, work and visit the area 
 
Each of these values might exist in varying levels from low to high and this is also important to 
understand. It is also important to recognise those items which may fall outside of these categories 
or fall within multiple categories to differing levels. This can particularly be the case when 
considering those characteristics which create a sense of place. 
 
The following summary sets out the key items of significance for the Conservation Area. This is 
followed by a more detailed examination of each item. 
 

¶ Incremental creation of residential suburb which preserved the historic street pattern of country 
























































